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Background information
• 2007-2011: FE UI, with one semester exchange program at the University of Utah, USA

• 2011-2013: Master of Public Policy (double degree) at National University of Singapore and the University of Tokyo.

• 2013-2014: M.Sc. In Economics, University College London, UK.

• 2017-Now: Ph.D. in Economics, the George Washington University, USA. 
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1. Studying abroad 
and funding



Reasons

BETTER TEACHING QUALITY; 
ADVANCED/FRONTIER KNOWLEDGE.

EXPERIENCING GOOD CULTURE AND 
INSTITUTIONS/PUBLIC SERVICE;

NETWORKING



Types of 
graduate 
program

• Research-oriented à significant research components 
(thesis), research-based coursework. 

• Professional-oriented à More applied coursework, 
capstone project/consulting, e.g. MBA, MPA, MPP, MPH, etc.

Master

• Possible to go straight to PhD program from undergrad, 
common in the US. 

PhD



Funding

From government

• Indonesian government, e.g. 
LPDP, various internal 
scholarships at Ministries. 

• Foreign government, e.g. 
Fulbright. 

From private institutions

• Private foundation, e.g. ISRSF, 
Ancora Foundation, etc.

• Internal scholarship at private 
companies and BUMN.

From university

• Full scholarship/fellowship
• Graduate Teaching Assistant



2. Preparation 
during undergrad



Need determination

Academic
Learn as much at university; maintain good 
GPA; Take the prerequisite courses; Learn 

from Coursera, EdX, etc.

Leadership/organization Competition/achievement



3. English preparation

Daily conversation practice; joint English-
based seminars. 

Take English-based class when available; Use 
English textbook.

Listen to international news channel, e.g. Al-
Jazeera, DW News. 

Utilize campus resources, e.g. library, ESAC at 
FEB UI, etc.



4. 
Application 
preparation 
(admissions 
and 
scholarship)

• Essays/personal statement/study objective;
• Reference letter from professors;
• Toefl/Ielts (international);
• Online application;
• Application fee.

Typical requirements: 

• Go to website of department/university, check under 'Academic program' 
info on admission.

Tabulate the campus/programs and its application deadline.



Jenis essay

•E.g. Personal statement/motivation letter.Untuk pendaftaran 
beasiswa

•E.g. Study objectives, research proposal, etc.Untuk pendaftaran ke 
kampus (program studi)



Common 
theme for 
personal 
statement 
and study 
objectives

• Personal statement:
• Your passion, your dream, your education and professional background, 

strength and weaknesses, etc.

• How the program will help to achieve the dream.

• How does it relate to scholarship provider’s mission.

• Study objectives:
• Mengapa tertarik dengan program tersebut;

• Mengapa di universitas tersebut;

• Apa kontribusi yang dapat diberikan di kelas.



5. 
Scholarship 
and Covid-
19

Some scholarship providers delay the deadline; others hold/freeze.

University-based scholarship most likely still available, but might be 
reduced. 

Check the respective website.

More importantly, check whether the class still online. Does it 
worth taking online classes?



6. Concluding 
remarks



General 
advice

Dream high; don’t let previous background limits you.

Find your passion/calling + Set your life goal + Work hard.

Personal drive: learn, be curious, ask!

Keep the motivation burns.

Importance of prayer and parents’ blessings. 



General 
advice 
(cont’d)

Easier to obtain scholarship 
with a letter of acceptance 

(LoA);

If your path is to be an 
academic: 

Try to be a teaching assistant 
(asisten dosen) during 

undergrad. 

Intern/work part time in 
research institute;

Be a research assistant to a 
professor. 



Thank You. 
Questions?



Appendix



Teknik 
menulis 
essay 
(cont’d)

• Tips:
• Understand well what they look for (e.g. public service, technical 

knowledge, etc.).

• Answer the question directly, i.e. tidak ‘muter-muter’.

• Original and personal à make it interesting and stand out.

• Give a personal example or case study.

• Don’t just repeat what is in CV.

• Use facts or data.

• Be very confident: show that you deserve the scholarship.



Teknik 
menulis 
essay 
(cont’d)

• Tips (cont’d):
• Show that you really know the program, e.g. through mention several 

courses that you want to take; Professor that you want to work with, etc.
• Mention research experience if any and mention your chosen area of 

specialty.
• Terstruktur, has topic sentence for each paragraph, and within limit.
• Use grammatically correct and common English; avoid long sentence and 

use simple sentence instead.
• Use active verbs.
• Get feedback from others.
• Check tips at www.indonesiamengglobal.com 
• Keep reading good essays and practice more.



Teknik 
menulis 
essay 
(cont’d)

• Don’ts:
• Writing about what you think admissions officers want to hear rather 

than sharing information that gives them a better sense of who you are.

• Writing a list of activities that are already reflected elsewhere in your 
application.

• Not answering the question that is being asked. 

• Not following the directions in the application.

• Being too generic.

• Not giving enough details.

• Not researching the university.

• Writing about someone else.



Essays 
requirement 
across 
scholarships 
(as of 2015)

BEASISWA ESSAY

LPDP
(any country)

Kontribusiku Bagi Indonesia: kontribusi yang telah, sedang 
dan akan saya lakukan untuk masyarakat / lembaga / instansi 
/ profesi komunitas saya” dan “Sukses Terbesar dalam 
Hidupku

Fulbright
(USA)

One page (please do not exceed the 1 page limit) of a clear
and detailed description of your study objectives. Give
your reason for wanting to pursue them in the U.S. Describe
the kind of program you expect to undertake, and explain
how your proposed field of study fits in with your
educational background, your professional background,
your future objectives, and your future involvement in
community development. Please type, do not write.



Essays 
requirement 
across 
scholarships  
(cont’d)

Beasiswa Essay

Cheavening
(UK)

Personal statement: Explain why you are applying to the Chevening 
programme and describe the personal, intellectual and interpersonal 
qualities that make you well placed to be a future leader in your home 
country. 300 max
Academic background: Describe your educational achievements to date. 
You should explain why you feel confident in your ability to successfully 
complete your proposed courses of study in the UK, and specify why your 
courses were chosen. 300max
Leadership and networking skills: Outline your experience and style of 
leadership. You should discuss your commitment to networking within 
the Chevening community, and beyond, in order to find solutions or bring 
about beneficial change. 300 max
Career plan and benefit to your home country: Describe your immediate 
plans upon completion of your Chevening award. You should explain your 
longer-term (5-10 year) career objectives and describe how your time in 
the UK will help you achieve these. You should also discuss how a 
Chevening award would benefit you and your home country. 300 max



Essays 
requirement 
across 
scholarships 
(cont’d)

Beasiswa Essay

Erasmus 
Mundus
(Europe)

Q1: What drives you to apply for this program?
Q2: What is your main focus for studying in this program?
Q3: Why do you choose to study in this Erasmus Mundus program?
Q4: What are your future plans after finishing this program?
Q5: Why do you deserve to be awarded for this scholarship?

StuNed
(the 
Netherlands)

Explain in 100 words the relevance of the chosen study programme 
to your personal and career development

Explain in 100 words the relevance of the chosen study programme 
to the current development of your organization (long term 
development plan) and the sector you work in.

Describe in 100 words how the chosen study programme will 
benefit Indonesia in general.



Essays requirement across scholarships (cont’d)

Beasiswa Essay

USAID 
Prestasi
(USA)

1) Briefly tell PRESTASI about yourself and comment on your perception of your 
strengths and weaknesses

2) What challenges have you overcome in pursuing your professional 
development? What insights, perspectives, or skills have you gained in 
overcoming them?

3) Please describe an example where you demonstrated leadership skills in your 
work life or within your community.


