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1. RESEARCH 
PROPOSAL



Research Proposal

• Define a clear question and approach to answer it;

• Highlight its originality and/or significance;

• Explain how it adds to, develops (or challenges) existing literatures in the field;

• à It is used to assess the knowledge of existing literatures, originality of ideas, 
skills in critical thinking, and feasibility of research project.



Research Proposal: Structure

• Introduction
• What is the central research problem? (relationship between variables).
• Why is this important research, what is its significance, and why should someone 

reading the proposal care about the outcomes of the proposed study?

• Literature review: deliberate review and synthesis of prior studies related to the 
problem under investigation. 
• What questions other researchers have asked, what methods they have used, and what 

is your understanding of their findings and, where stated, their recommendations.
• Assess what you believe is missing, and state how previous research has failed to 

adequately examine the issue that your study address.



Research Proposal: Structure (Cont’d)

• Literature review
• Five Cs: Cite, Compare, Contrast, Critique, Connect. 

• Research design and methods
• Convince the reader that your overall research design and methods of analysis will 

correctly address address the problem (why these tasks add up to the best way to 
investigate the research problem).

• Consider not only methods that other researchers have used but methods of data 
gathering that have not been used but perhaps could be. Anticipate and acknowledge 
any potential barriers and pitfalls in carrying out your research design and explain how 
you plan to address them.



2. INTRODUCTION



Free writing
Please write down a tentative topic or potential

theme for your dissertation.

Now write in complete sentences - without stopping – anything that 
comes to mind on this topic. (Don’t worry if you start veering onto 
other topics.)

This writing will not be shown to anyone else. 



Free writing 

• Please skim through what you have written. Circle any terms or 
sentences that catch your eye.

• Select one part and write it down.

• Free write on this, as before.

• This will not be shown to anyone else.



Crafting a single sentence

• Look through your text and choose a sentence, or part of a sentence. Spend some 
time polishing this sentence.

• Please read your sentence to another person.



Writing with prompts: setting out your 
dissertation ideas

• My research question is ………………………………   (50 words).

• Economists who have looked at this area are …………………… (40 words). 

• They argue that ……………….. (40 words).   Debates centre around the issues 
of   ………………….  (25 words). There is still work to be done on ………………. 
(25 words).   My research is closest to X in that ……………………….. (25 words). 
My data  will be drawn from …………………………   (50 words).        My    
contribution will be       …………………………………………..  (50 words.)

Adapted from Rowena Murray (2006) How to Write a Thesis. Open University 
Press



3. LITERATURE REVIEW



Analytical survey of theoretical or 
Empirical literature 

• Not a listing of who said what. 

• You need to have a clear question that you address. (eg: comparing the different 
econometric techniques used to measure the effect of micro finance)

• You will need  to provide a clear outline of the intellectual development of the 
subject. 

• Demonstrate and explain (i) the extent to which different contributors were 
addressing similar or different questions; (ii) in what sense and how far one 
contribution marks a significant improvement over earlier contributions. 
Moreover, the topic you survey must lie significantly outside the scope of existing 
surveys given either in the literature or in your lectures.  à Explain the ongoing 
debate in the literature.

• You might not have set off to do this, but it can happen if the data does not 
contain what you need to enable you to estimate what you wanted or test what 
you need to test to establish what you are looking for.



Analytical survey of theoretical or 
Empirical literature (Cont’d)

• Confine detailed attention to approx. 5-8 papers (note that for this type of 
dissertation in particular, your ability to identify the key papers and frame 
your question is an important part of the thesis task)

• Demonstrate you have understood the models e.g. work through a model in 
detail 

• Demonstrate you have understood the hypothesis testing framework and 
why it was chosen

• Critically analyse the papers (take them to pieces, consider each piece, put 
them back together again, discuss how the pieces relate to each other)  

• Use common notation to analyze the different models



Content, style and level of dissertation
• A good dissertation must display skills, techniques and mastery of 

master/PhD material: concepts and methods. 

• Key question for markers and students: Could the dissertation have been 
written without MSc courses and course material or its associated cognate 
literature? 

• Dissertation can draw on what you have learned in the programme, but it 
should go beyond the material from the lectures. 

• Relate to the existing economics literature on the subject.

• The extent of this review of existing literature will vary; some, maybe 6, 
maybe more. 

• Negative results can be very useful. 



Reading critically (and how it benefits 
your writing)

• Helps you determine what is and what is not a robust piece of research and 
writing in your field

• Helps you identify where existing research has left a gap that your work could 
fill

• Attention you pay to writing of others helps you become more self-aware of 
your own written work:
• Sufficient evidence to back up claims; argumentation/reasoning; becoming 

alert to your assumptions and how they affect your claims
- Wallace and Wray, 2006



Critical reading - Some practical 
approaches

How do you go about reading an academic text in economics?

• Use parts of the text: abstract, contents, index, sub-headings, graphs, tables, 
introduction and conclusion

• Skim to get the gist of the argument

• Read with questions in mind

• Find exemplars – which writers of economics do you admire? Why?



Critical reading/ critical writing
One way of turning reading into writing is to have a fixed set of 

questions that you use for each text. 

• Form for a Critical Synopsis of a text (Adapted from Wallace and Wray, 2006)

• Author, date, title publication details

• Why am I reading this?

• What are the authors trying to do in writing this?

• What are the authors saying that is relevant to what I want to find out?

• How convincing is what the authors are saying?

• What is their evidence for their claims?

• In conclusion, what can I make of this?

• Wallace, M. and Wray, A. (2006) Critical Reading and Writing for 
Postgraduates. London: Sage.



Managing your reading and referencing

• Bibliographic databases
• Where do you keep your notes and details about your reading?

• Endnote, Reference Manager.



• The skill of critical reading lies in assessing the extent to which 
authors have provided adequate justification for the claims they 
make. This assessment depends partly on what the authors have 
communicated and partly on knowledge, experience and inference 
that you are able to bring to the frame.

• The skill of self-critical writing lies in convincing your readers to 
accept your claims. You achieve this through the effective 
communication of adequate reasons and evidence for these claims.

• Wallace and Wray, 2006



4. DISCUSSION



Faktor Tingkat Pendidikan dan Pengetahuan 
Terhadap Preferensi Menabung untuk Keperluan 

Haji dan Umroh

• Judul: Pengaruh ….. à Sehingga pertanyaan riset langsung dipahami.

• Mengapa masalah ini penting?

• Literature review sebaiknya terkait determinants pembukaan tabungan (haji dan 
umroh), lalu tunjukkan bahwa ada hal yang belum diteliti orang sebelumnya.

• Literature review is not just listing who said what. It should link them and analyze 
the missing point. 

• Sample bisa diperbesar.



Sertifikasi Halal MUI Sebagai Perlindungan
Konsumen Muslim di Indonesia

• Judul: Sebaiknya menggambarkan permasalahan penelitian. 

• Pertanyaan penelitian harus jelas (i.e. hubungan antar dua variable). 
• Contoh: Apakah sertifikasi halal MUI efektif dalam mengurangi peredaran produk tidak

halal?



HAPPY READING!


