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Broaden that Niche Horizon! 

By Rully Prassetya 

 

Introduction 

To live prosperously is a human right. Maybe this type of human right 

is one of the most unrespected in the world. Humiliating this right is 

not making news anymore. Almost everyone just accept it as the way 

it is, even blaming those who are not prosperous as it is their fault. In 

many cases, it’s not their fault. It’s the system which forces them to 

be like that. They are trapped in the poverty trap because the 

environment doesn’t allow them to be released from that trap. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

It was a night in July 2007. My father can’t hold his tears hearing that 

I am accepted at the Faculty of Economics University of Indonesia, 

faculty which is known as the birth place for future finance, trade, and 

other economics minister of Indonesia. For family who live in a very 

rural area of Indonesia, that’s very understandable. August 16
th

 2010, 

three years after that, a bunch of happiness again, full in the heart of 

my parents, when they accompany me to the airport. I got a 

scholarship to join an exchange program to United States, fully 

sponsored by US Department of State. That will be the first time of 

anybody in my family member who goes abroad, especially to US. 

In US, I saw it as a dream land, something out of my imagination 

before, it’s cleanness, very organized thing, tolerant society, opened 

my eyes about a set of developed society which could be a model for 

my country. I am one of the developing country young generations 

who have been inspired of how the possibility of achievement that 

human being can make. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Current Fighting Corruption Strategy  

There are a lot of researches and studies that have been done in the 

field of combating corruption, but why the level of corruption is still 

there. In transparency international reports, despite all of the projects 

being done by international development institution, the level of 

corruption remain the same. There are not many changes in the rank 

or score 50 most corrupt countries in the last 8 years, since the study 

was begun. In the 50 most corrupt countries list, only less than 10 

countries that have their CPI index improved notably.  

I’m not saying that the work of those international development 

institutions have to be stopped, what I proposed is that we have to 

increase the level of education and expand the horizon of young 

generation mind in less developed countries. 

I am one of the lucky Indonesian young generation who’s eyes been 

opened by education and international exposure that I had. We have to 

bigger this opportunity. Many young generation in less developed 

country, the only future in their mind is they go to elementary school, 

then they will help their parent in their paddy field, sometimes it’s not 

even their parents belonging, most of the time, theirs parents just a 

lowly paid workers in that field, own by renters, then get married in 

early age. This poverty trap has to be removed from their heads. 

New approach: The role of G-20 Nations 

In this essay, I propose or remind all of us about a very simple yet not 

optimally used approach for combating corruption. That is education 

and promoting incorrupt practice. G-20 nations as the world 20 largest 

economy has to do more in promoting education and less corrupt 

practice in their multinationals. 

First, the G-20 country could establish an education fund to help the 

disadvantage young generations around the world to get a better 

education. Another approach could be the establishment of a young 

exchange program for young generation around the world to visit the  
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country of G-20 nations. For example, an opportunity for several 

young people from South Sudan to study or live in China, Japan, or 

any Europian countries for several months. This young people could 

be expected to be the next leader in their country and will be a driving 

force for reform their country’s development. 

Secondly, we also have to reduce corruption from the supply side. G-

20 countries have to make a law who will punish their multinational 

companies who pay bribe to other country where they operate. Still 

there are G-20 countries that don’t have this kind of law. For 

example, there many accusations that Chinese company who operate 

in African nations, mainly in energy and mineral sector, are supplying 

bribe to the African government where they operate. This practice has 

to be removed.  

Inspiring Story: How Lee Kuan Yew Transformed Singapore  

In 1965, Lee Kuan Yew, the founding father of Singapore, cried since 

Singapore will be an independent country, separated from Malaysia. 

That crying was reasonable since Singapore doesn’t have any 

resources to be a self-dependent country. It’s just a little dot in the 

map. However, this former lawyer, then run the country effectively, 

set up and enforce the rule of law. Nowadays, Singapore is one of the 

modern countries. My point is, how can there is someone like Lee 

Kuan Yew in Singapore at that time? For me, I would argue that his 

ability to do that is because of his education. He is an educated 

person, even though he lives in British colony, he got opportunity to 

study law in university of Cambridge and live in England for four 

years, This experience and picture of developed society is more or 

less has shaped his thought in advancing Singapore. 
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Concluding remarks 

This 1000 words essay definitely cannot lay out all of the anti-

corruption strategy. However, it could be a triggering idea for that big 

transformation. In simple word, we have to make more young 

generation in the world to be someone like me or people better than 

me, to get the opportunity to empower their lives and the society 

around them. With these small steps, gradually, the transformation 

will happen. Again, transformation and broadening thinking horizon is 

uniquely important in fighting corruption and poverty.  

 


